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“It is the same amount of electricity
that was used to light the entire
planet in 1985. We already use
50% more energy to move bytes
than we do to move planes in
global aviation” # It therefore appears that the
digitality and virtuality is expanding, the mo
enyironmental and physical manifestations
physical counterpart increases. This is som
Bruno Latour mentions: “The more digital, the |
virtual and the more material a gi
activity becomes. Nowadays, everyc
knows that there is no GPS without
three sarellites; collective games
without fast connections; drones in
Pakistan without headquarters in
Tampa, Florida; bank panic without
Reuters screens; and so on.” * This monun
system of physical infrastructure has repercu
beyond its environmental impact. Indeed,
networks being developed on the ground is bot
be anchored in geographical politics, dispute
power plays. In Extrastatecraft, Keller East
describes how : “broadband is now written
into the policies of nation
governments and into the
development of goals
of businesses as well as

international organisations
like the World bank and

the UN.” # A ot of attention is given to the «

of broadband in terms of economics, busine:

technology, but not so much on the impact it
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terms of its spatial disposition. However, Easterling
states that such infrastructure plays an important role
in altering “the design of the city, village, road,
school, and marker.” 44 I take this further and argue
that this is also a place where the fusion between
geopolitics and networked spaces is at play. Because
of its physical presence, the internet has as a direct
consequence an impact on physical geographies and
how borders are managed, due to the political and
economic stakes that comes with it.

Internet as a space

The perceived space within the internet is of
considerable importance. It affords humans with a
power of synchronization, communication and
organization which cannot be overlooked, and
thereby reorganizes our environments according tc
new and particular modalities. By transcending

borders and developing new social interactions,

the internet has created new territorial patterns:
“Border bridging affects interstate

relations, regional identity, personal

identification, cultural and social

landscapes, and the political

organization of space.” 5 This highlig
the importance of its architecture and the logic
behind its organization. “Cyberspace”, a word first
coined by science fiction author William Gibson in
1980, has since widely been used by professionals and
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= Radical

Pedagogy

This volume investigates
the use of-the word ‘radical’
in design education,
discourse and practice,
tracing precedents,
problems and challenges
for the discipline.
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